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Tidewater Community College has developed a reading
program .which responds to the yaribus needs and skills of all
students at a school with an inclusive admissions policy. The

Tidewater model defines six categories of student reading ability:
remedial (below tenth grade level), adaptet (below tenth uhc work
capacity but are slew learn4-rs), corrective (below -tenth but done in
regular classroom) , accelerated (those on any level who learn
faster),- developmental . (on tenth grade level and above) , and
consulting service_ (aid to all divisions cn campu-s): Each categary
may include one or more type of insttuctio (reading improvement,
,adv-anced reading, college reading, or deparlmental assistance). This
model not only provides for all students tilt also aids the staff in
determining methods and materials for reading instruction. (TO it

epro-ductions supplied by.EDRS are the b est hat 'can he madeot
from the ,anginal document.
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ollege reading depa__ eni today must De -mufti-facetedto; vely

rve its population. The time is past when remedial reading classes are he

only classes offered. While cut-off scores on`pl,acement1 tests, still recommend

such courses to many, the difficulty of texts and'sophistiCation of curricula

_quite that numerous good readers" be offered instruction in reading too.

The purpose of this paper is to present a model for a total college

readin9 program based on Schubert and Torgerson's1 grades one - through --twelve

model and Ahrendt's
2

community college reading-program. The new model

preSented is.the basis for-a sequential reading program in ince 1975

at Tidewater's Frederick campus. It is our belief that reading is' Skill

developmentyrocess; since all students learn the process,individuallY,

overall college program must provide for all stulents

Schubert and Torgerson identify five components of. n,overall progra

eyel; (2)(1) developmental instruction which is defined as on
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-instructi.on which below. grade level but done i

remedial instruction which is below grade level but which

of.the claa wit pecialist, (4) adapted instruction whiCh is used` for

slow learners working, to Capacity; = and (5) accelerated i_nstction for those
tea

who ore capable o learning faster.

Their model progren then, looks like this:

Model 1. Schubert and Torgerson

Corrccct+ve Instruction

Developmental

Instruction

Adapted r. in Accelerated Instruction

This progra

to copac

max ii um cove edge to aid' all tudents in developing

- 12 puogram.



e seventh grade, and it'is a d that

skills learned by this time will continue to be transferred ind developed

e child reads and learns in the content areas.

Ahrendt's study o comTdnity college reading mrogra revealed that most

ge progr consisted pf only one component of the S mOdel, i.e. remedial

Ahrendt found

pble studeits,

es have uvelopmental course for academically

specialsts who help content area instructor.

and -many have use of lea in ,/communic center ±aciliti s. In the

conclusion, he stet

italics

The purpose'of a wellplanned community college'
reeding program is tct be of service to the entire*
coIlogd-student body and. staff. It should never be
intended'only to be-a service which proyides remedial
assistance to a small. S-egnea of the Ccalege

reading program must justify its existence,
as an integral part. of the total college program.



To do this, Ahrendt prop- three-part program' a consulting service

to the institution; (2) a developmental program for the entirtstUde body;

arid (3 ) a service forxemedial students iqh6 need specialized assistance.

Model 3. AhrendOs Proposed College Yodel

h@gmiii

Remedial
Program

velopmejital
Program

Perhaps it is

Schubert and Torger on

to clarify here the meaning of the word deve322reental.

level. Develop-

tal studies,departmen colleges are usually the place whe e diation

f

0

it to denote teaching on gr

place before a stud- gins his curriculUm. Furthe

developmental studies onors most campuses is aid a stude

reading skills on the tenth grade level,

dlith a student can read freshman texts.

The\following,model which combines compone

the sequential program developed on oul
A '

approach to" ading at the college level

the go

reaching adequate

acceked level

h so

amp__ provider.' an all - inclusive
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Community College

_d Instruction Adaptpd. Instruction

Developmental Program

The open-door policy of a college assures that every type of instruction

ill be needed because re r type of student trill enroil. Thus, definitions

for the 1-l1. progra- apply with sc

INSTRUCTION

Remedial

for.

adiication.

EtEJ2E211EllEa_

low 10th grade level

Adaptd below.10th- who work to capacity but
are slow learners

Corrective 10th, but done in regular
classrOom

Accelerated those on any level who learn faster

Developmental on tenth grade level end above

Consulting service aid to bil divisions on-campus
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The

included

compon=t

from the ninth

the ge .1,

into two'le

on our camp is. The f

din the, reading provet

itvet down. to functional ill
'in the tummer of 297e the

those reading below eighth 4nd

Thew students rep

In fact, because

1 be split

ighth.

within these indiVi a 3-zed-classes is a need for

c orrective, and some -accelerated instrUQtion,

.Advaned Read1n

borderline tenth grade

want to have more than tl ern entrance , skills. This co

ed,

Study skills is o e ed tai' st Oar ts who scor-

plete the taadtng immoverr:ent co

while the,
8

corrective and develcpm

i5. in hs currculum. There in a need to offer

conducted in a teacher-d

study skills makes it,4011

The third droop of student

good readers who ale highly

io

aken

_he class is

up Inotruction se illphasis on

y important bridge other course'work4

reading col rse5 are those really

otivated, usually Well into their curriculum

who want to make higher grades o complete their assignmen ire quickly'

s _they can get on to other things. The College Reading class lases both

developmental and accelerated instruction in advanced readinC

especially in the content area. Students begIhralig this course a the

eleventh or ,twelfth geode level gel erally improve from

on Nelson -Penny scores -a the end of the ten weeks' time.

nly not the least, component of cam reading pro

ptoViding c

to4'cur years

In the

A



years, it has taken the form o - service war theps for all

Understanding the reading process, vocabulary study, testing,

-411 the objectives and testing Of the ading program. Miuly.

acre learned how to e success- predictor clone tests from pages o

the department regularly runs readability checks on proposed

teaches faculty how to do their own.

Unseling division Works very closely with the reading/gnglish

faCUy on placement of students into the courses and on keeping tatiStiCs

program evaluation.

t was decided to combine the reading firovement'and

es to be taught by one !instructor, there was a need

En h faculty to teach reading. Through a surlmer workshop,

Ithed t thin the department.

pro

and

t

similar to Abrendt's proposal because does

s of students in all types of situations.- The labels

ategOriet reading are important because they provide

or_setting up more than one course.

es lolly an inexperienced one, in determini

for redirrg instruction.

They also aid a

methods and materials

-this model make an 'ideal program? Does it orkl For now it

the program, but the basic needs

_s of instruction is bound to remain for sortie time

the model provides what ib,needed. Among other things,-

us that even, in a class of twenty students, the needs abilities,

airig rates, and style vary greatly. HD= job is to continually be

aware, of that and modify our teaching and ins Lion 0 help students learn

for success in whatever field they choose to study.



Finally, this mbdel-applies to a s ho

. of reading courses for many years. it is j t a
it

st course,remedial XJhick is just now plannIng

plann

PP1

now can make a more affective program noW and in tile



FOOTNOTES

L. Tor erson,-- ov
BroIowa: Willi

e Readin
1972.

10


